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BOKARO: Thousands of villagers,
including women, blocked the
railway tracks near west cabin
of Chandarpura railway station
in Bokaro on Tuesday disrupt-
ing the movement of dozens of
trains. The villagers started the
agitation around 8 am in sup-
port of their 8-point demand,
including an alternate path for
crossing railway tracks about
300 metres away from the sta-
tion.

The railways had to either
divert or cancel dozens of trains.
The agitation ended around 5:30
pm with around 120 people
courting arrest at the govern-
ment rail police station. Dumri
MLA Jagarnath Mahto, who led
the protest, said the agitation
would continue. 

The Sarvdalia Sangharsh
Samiti, All Party Struggle
Committee, had launched the
agitation. According to the pro-
testors, around 10,000 people
of around 2 dozens villages pass
over the railway tracks at the
above said spot. However, the
railway department stationed a
goods train to block the move-
ment of people from the site cit-
ing safety reasons. The villagers
said that the railways should
provide an alternate path for
the people.

The agitation was launched
after talks between political
leaders and the railway man-
agement on the issue failed on
Monday evening. Mahto alleged

that the management was not
concerned about the people's
problem.

Notably, political parties have
been asking for an alternative
pathway for the past several
months. The samiti members
had given a notice to the man-
agement that it would block
train movement on September
6 if the latter failed to meet their
demands. The political parties
had staged an agitation on the
issue on July 7, 2010 also.

However, the railways were

trying to block the track with-
out accepting the demands. In
the past month, the department
put sleepers on both sides of the
tracks but Mahto and his sup-
porters removed them. Earlier,
the management had also dug
ditches near the tracks.

The other demands of the vil-
lagers were stoppage of about
one dozen trains at
Chandrapura station, con-
structions of sheds over the plat-
forms, drinking water at the sta-
tion, building of flyover bride.
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SARANDA: There were over 50
households in the villager a
month ago, before the 'monsoon
operation' -anti-Maoist opera-
tion - was launched in Saranda.
With the join forces returning
to their bases after what they
claimed to be a successful oper-
ation, the area wears a desert-
ed look. During the month-long
operation, most of the villagers
had left their homes fearing
either backlash from the Maoists
or questioning of the security
forces. 

Even though the security
forces claimed to have driven
away the rebels from the village,
the people here still live in fear.
While many of them are staying
away from their home, those who
were brave enough to stay back
are living in a state of shock. 

A Hindustan Times team
went to Saranda in Jharkhand
to observe the aftermath of the
month-long combing operations
by the state and central securi-
ty forces. Thalkobad is app-
roachable through Karampada
Road and Tiril Posi Road. Edging
forward from the Tiril Posi Road,
a column rose from within the
tiled roof of the village munda's
(chief) house. 

As the HT team went on a
reality check, few were ready to
respond to queries even in Ho
(regional language of the tribals
here). Around the back of the
house, accessible by wading
through deep, red mud, a door
led into a room where an old,
disabled couple - the parents of
the village munda - lay on two
separate beds. The room stank
of illness, human excrement and
urine. 

As he lay helplessly on his bed,
Tupa Honhaga said: "I didn't

know what had happened. They
(security personnel) slapped me
and asked where other people
had gone. I haven't seen my son
for a month." 

Tupa lay sideways on his bed,
craning his neck to get a glimpse
of his wife, Pelong, who lay semi-
naked - wheezing. She has been
critically ill and has not received
medical attention during the
month-long operation. Neither
of them can move to go to the
bathroom, cook food or get
water.

James Soi, the district pro-
gramme coordinator of the
National Rural Health Mission,
visited the place on Tuesday only
after HT intervened. He said
that they were in a critical con-
dition and alerted the nearest
primary health care centre at
Manoharpur, 42 km down the
hill, which has no road for an
ambulance to reach them.

Even though the security
forces have receded, panic looms
large in the area and the villagers
do not seem to be ready to return
to their home. 

Thalkabad lies deserted and
this made a local guide, Pator
Gagrai of Tiril Posi village (15
km down the hill), nervous and

reluctant to enter the village.
The forest broke open into

some lush, paddy fields, being
grazed on by cattle. The village
square comprises of two burnt
motorcycles (belonging to

Maoists). There are no villager
here as everyone had ran away
after they were used as human
shields by the Maoists when the
security forces opened fire at
them. 

‘Forced’ out of village 
PANIC LOOMS Villagers left their homes fearing backlash from Maoists as well as security forces
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SARANDA: "Operation
Anaconda", a month-long joint
operation of the central and
state security forces in Saranda,
ended on Friday. 

The well-planned operation
took place here in the Saranda
forest, home to the state's min-
eral reserves. The forest can-
not be navigated during the
monsoon as it snakes through
kuchcha, red-soiled roads cut
in places by four rivers that spill
over during heavy rainfall. 

The operation, officials said,
represented the approach of
security forces comprising state
police, the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), CoBRA,
Jharkhand Armed Forces, the
Jaguar and the Orissa Police in
combating Maoists. 

"Troops marched into the
forest, armed to the hilt, and
made their way to various loca-
tions, including Thalkobad,
which is 45 km uphill from
Manoharpur, on August 31.
Maoists were reportedly hid-
ing there after conducting sum-
mer training camps for new
recruits," Kolhan DIG, Naveen
Kumar, told HT. They were also
celebrating 'Martyrs' Day'.

According to the DIG, the
Maoists included the villagers
in their celebrations 
conducted away from the
Maoist camps.

The DIG said the security
forces were near the village but
their drill did not permit attacks
at night so they waited till the
day. On September 1, there were
several encounters between the
Maoists and the security forces,
which lasted for about six hours.

Sensing the presence of
security forces in the area, the
Maoists hid themselves inside
the jungle. Security forces failed
to follow them but successful-

ly busted training camps and
confiscated important docu-
ments. 

According to Kinnar Poorty
of Thalkobad village, the
Maoists took shelter in the thick
jungle a few hundred metres
away from the Tholkabad
school building, the walls of
which have been blasted
through many similar encoun-
ters. 

A few Maoists, who stayed
behind, exchanged gunfire with
security forces. Finally, they
retreated.

More than 50 families of
Thalkobad stayed away for the
entire month as the paramili-
tary forces set up base in
Tholkabad and made their way
to Tiril Posi (13 km downhill).
"We were unable to return as
the police would either beat us
up taking us to be Maoists or
would arrest us," said Kinnar
Poorty.

Recounting the horror of the
encounter, another villager said,
"On September 1, most of the
villagers had gathered around
the school building. A team of
about 40-50 Maoists was also
present there demanding food.
The police opened fire at them
from the Karampada Road. The
Maoists then returned the fire
and retreated into the jungle
using us as human shields."

The security forces left the
area on September 2.

■ Critically ill Tupa Honhaga and his wife Pelong lie at their hut
unattended for a month at Thalkobad, Saranda. USHINOR MAJUMDAR

■ Unattended cattle in front of a
school with tattered walls at
Thalkobad in Saranda forest. 
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SARANDA: Kolhan DIG Naveen
Kumar assured Hindustan
Times that he will look into
cases of human rights violations,
if any, by the security forces dur-
ing their month-long operation
in Saranda.

"I will lead a team to assess
the damage. Earlier, wherever
there have been bona fide
claims, we have reimbursed
them for damages. We will do
the same this time," he said. He,
however, said it is difficult to
identify a Maoist, as they hide
their arms and mingle with vil-
lagers. HT, however, visited
Saranda forest in West
Singhbhum district to know the
ground reality. 

TIRIL POSI
Tiril Posi village (42 km uphill

from Manoharpur) was taken
over by security forces on
September 3. Livestock and
stored grains were plundered
and used up by the paramilitary
forces. Seven youths were also
arrested from the village.

Tiril Posi Munda (chief),
Budhram Gudiya, told HT that
villagers were not allowed into

the forest and had to use the
yards to defecate and urinate.
A few villagers were allowed to
cycle down the steep hill to buy
ration for everyone, once a week.

BITKEL SOI
Villagers of Bitkel Soi (7 km

from Tiril Posi) had sought
refuge in Manoharpur town. On
September 2, security forces,
on the lookout for Maoists, beat
up villagers.

"All of us were taken to
Mansookh Dhan's house. Our
hands were tied, after which we
were beaten up," a local resi-
dent said. 

THALKOBAD 
At Thalkobad, most schools

have been shut down or blown
up, and the others have stopped
giving midday meals. The vil-
lagers generally survive on sub-
sistence farming and ration
from the public distribution sys-
tem (PDS). 

All their livestock have either
been consumed or destroyed by
the security forces, which set
up “unauthorised” camps here.

HTC

Operation ends in
success, training
camps busted

Villagers recount torture
by cops, DIG vows action
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RANCHI: The CPI(Maoist) rebels
were backed by cadres from dif-
ferent states in an encounter
with the security forces at the
tri-junction zone of Latehar,
Gumla and Lohardaga during
Operation Hills, said inspector
general of police Rezi Dungdung
on Tuesday.

Security forces claimed to
have shot down two Maoists
while four others were injured
during the operation. Two
dreaded extremists were also
arrested while a huge cache of
arms and ammunition was
recovered.

"Our security personnel
reported about rebels involved
in the encounter who do not
belong to the area," Dungdung
told reporters at a press meet.

According to a senior official,
who is not authorised to speak
to the media, the language used
for war cry by the Maoists dur-

ing the encounter was quiet dif-
ferent from the local dialect. The
dialect used by them seemed to
be of a South Indian language,
the officer added.

During the operation, secu-
rity forces were divided in three
parts - A, B and C. Team A was
led by Gumla superintendent
(SP) and commandant of 133
battalion of the CRPF. The
Lohardaga SP led team B while
team C was led by the Latehar
SP. CRPF, Jharkhand Jaguar,
CoBRA, Special Task Force and
Jharkhand Armed Force backed
the district police.

The arrested Naxals have
been identified as sub-zonal
commander Surendarji alias
Vinod Lohra alias Iqbal, and Md.
Shabir Khan alias Bada Babu
from Latehar.

During the 13-daylong oper-
ation, forces recovered a 100
meter safety fuse, three wire-
less sets, 90 electric detonators,
99 non-electric detonators, 28
pull through, nine presser relies

mechanism, seven timer mech-
anisms, three anti-handing
mechanism, one charger, one
adapter, a mutli-metre, 21 hand
grenades, five kg of explosives,
two pressure bombs, three

Naxal uniforms, a bag of Naxal
literature, 134 base plug of hand
grenade, 146 ignitor sets, 52
grenade springs, six claymore
mines, 100 rounds of 7.62 x 39
mm ammunition, 125 rounds of

.303 ammunition, 200 meter of
codex wire, 34 can bombs weigh-
ing 1 kg each and five can bombs
each weighing 2kg, 100 syringes
to make pressure bombs and 20
IEDs.
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RANCHI: Police vehicles used dur-
ing the operation at tri-juntion
zone of Latehar, Gumla and
Lohardaga had actually helped
Maoists flee from their camps,
inspector general of police Rezi
Dungdung said on Tuesday.

On the one hand, Jharkhand
police is happy with the recov-
ery of a huge cache of arms but
on the other hand, it is berating
itself for failing to get at the
Maoists. During the 13-daylong
operation, the forces managed
to nab only two Maoists. The
rebels got an opportunity to flee
from their camps when securi-
ty vehicles got stuck on the
muddy roads.

"The vehicles only helped in
slowing down the pace of the
operation. Many a times vehicles
got stuck on the muddy roads,"
said Dungdung. The security per-
sonnel were engaged in helping
the driver put back the vehicle

on road. Losing no time, the
Maoists took hold of the oppor-
tunity and fled.

A senior CRPF officer said,
"The lives of the security per-
sonnel was at stake during

Operation Hills as the jawans
travelled by vehicles to reach the
operation spot." DIG Sampat
Meena said that commuting in
such areas in a vehicle is as risky
as walking on foot. 

2 Maoists killed, 4 injured in Operation Hills

SECURITY FORCES
MARCHED INTO THE
FOREST, ARMED TO THE
HILT, AND MADE THEIR
WAY TO VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS WHERE
MAOISTS WERE HIDING
AFTER THE SUMMER
TRAINING CAMPS

‘Vehicle helped rebels flee’

■ Arms recovered from the Maoists during the anti-Naxal operation in Lohardaga, Latehar and Gumla
districts at a display in Ranchi on Tuesday. PARWAZ KHAN/HT PHOTO

JAMSHEDPUR: The Seraikela-
Kharsawan police arrested
five alleged Naxals and seized
arms from their possession on
Monday. All of them have been
sent to judicial custody. 

The police arrested Ram-
vilas Lohra, a resident of
Chhouka, Madhusudan Rajak
of Ichagar, Banka Paney of
Chandil, Gurupado Manjhi of
Chhouka and Sonu Manjhi of
Ichagar. They were arrested
near Mankui Bridge under the
jurisdiction of the Chandil

police station. A carbine, two
9 mm pistols, five cartridges,
cash worth R7,500, nine SIM
cards, seven recharge
coupons, six cellphones and
Maoist literature were seized.

Seraikela-Kharsawan SP
Abhishekh Kumar said a joint
team including the Chandil
police station officer in-charge
(OC), Manibhushan Prasad,
Chhouka OC Ramawadh
Singh and others conducted
an arms checking near
Manikui Bridge.  HTC

Five arrested Naxals sent to 
judicial custody, arms seized 

Agitation derails railway services
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BOKARO: Chameli Devi of
Chandrapura had a horrific time
at Bokaro railway station on
Tuesday. She was suffering from
severe pain because of an ail-
ment but was unable to go home
to rest. For, the trains connect-
ing Chandrapura were either
diverted or cancelled due to an
agitation in the town.

Her husband, Raj Nandan
Singh, a contractor in
Chandrapura, said: "I came to
Bokaro for the treatment of my
wife. After checkups, we are
returning back. However, my wife
is wrenching in pain at the sta-
tion and I do not know when we
would reach home. My children
are waiting alone at home."   

Samir Kumar Sinha, a student
of Chas, was going to Rourkela
to appear for the Industrial
Training Institute examination.
He learnt at the station that
Alleppy-Dhanbad Express had
been short terminated at Bokaro.
"I will wait till the evening. I will
be forced to skip the exam if there
is no train," he said. 

Thousands of passengers had
s terrific time at Bokaro station
as dozens of trains were either
short-terminated or cancelled or
diverted due to the agitation in
Chandrapura. 

PASSENGERS
FACE TOUGH TIME

■ Villagers block railway tracks near Chandrapura station in Bokaro
on Tuesday. KRISHNA 

Glamour quotient 

■ Tribal girls walk the ramp at the Tribal Regional Institute, Morhabadi, in Ranchi on Tuesday. PARWAZ KHAN/HT PHOTO
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DHANBAD: Concerned over poor
blood collection in the Coal Belt
students of BIT-Sindri in col-
laboration with Red Cross
Society, Voluntary Blood Donor’s
Association and Lions Club of
Sindri organised a blood dona-
tion camp on the Blind School
campus. About 38 units of blood
were collected. 

“Over 300 members of Prayas

India (an organisation of BIT
students which works for social
services in the region) out of 600
were in line for donating blood
but only 38 were allowed to con-
tribute owing to technical prob-
lem of storing,” said Sitaram
Rajak, the president of the organ-
isation.

Other than the students, sen-
ior professor of BIT-Sindri Prof
Amar Kumar (department of
chemical engineering), Naro-
ttam Kumar, senior branch man-

ager and staff Gautam Kumar
of State Bank of India-Sindri,
Lions Club members Dilip
Ritolia, Deepak Kumar,
Amarnath Goel donated blood.
Shyam Mishra, project officer
of SAIL colliery inaugurated the
camp and donated blood. 

The project officer Mishra
appreciated the efforts of
BITians and said that people of
Coal Belt should learn from
them. Rajak, the president of
Prayas India said, “Next mega

blood donation camp will be
organised in January,” he
announced.

It may be recalled here that
requirement of blood in
Dhanbad is 28,000 units but
merely 2,700 units could be col-
lected. Surprisingly the blood
bank of Patliputra Medical
College Hospital has capacity to
preserve only 350 units blood.
The NACO has sanctioned mod-
ern blood bank unit for the med-
ical college.

BIT students do their bit to tackle blood crisis


